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Do you know Sierra Leone? It is a country
on the west coast of Africa. Covering about
70,000 square kilometers in size, it is a little
smaller than Hokkaido. The population in 2008
was about six million.

Sierra Leone is one of the poorest countries
in Africa. About 60 % of the people live on no
more than one dollar a day. In 2008, the aver-
age life expectancy in the country was only 42
—one of the lowest in the world.

The main reason for the country’s problems
was a war that lasted from 1991 to 2002. It was
a war between the government and a group of
rebels. These rebels bought guns using dia-
monds that came from Sierra Leone’s mines.
Diamonds usually make people happy—but, to
the people of Sierra Leone, they brought only
unhappiness.

(Revised POLESTAR English Communication I, Lesson g,
“The Dark Side of Diamonds,” pp.80-81)
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Do you know the country called Sierra Leone?
Have you heard about it before? Does anybody
know anything about it? ... Sierra Leone is a coun-
try in Africa. It is located on the west coast of Af-
rica, right here (WX THFTZIE LR L2 2%5). The
country suffered so much from many years of war,
a “civil war” (#&F L C). What is a civil war? ... It is
a war between different groups of people in the
same country. We had many civil wars in Japan
too. Any examples? ... Right, like #ER{ about
500 years ago, and %3 about 150 years ago—that's

not such a long time ago. ...




Sierra Leone is famous for something beautiful.
Can you guess what it is? .. Yes, diamonds, the
most beautiful natural stone in the world! Especial-
ly, the country came to be known for “blood dia-
monds” (## 4 %). Can you imagine what they are?

Guess what a blood diamond is and talk in pairs....
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Do you know Sierra Leone? Tt is a country on the
west coast of Africa. (So, here is a« map of the world.
This is Africa. Which side is west? ... What is the op-
bosite of west? ... East, right. Sierra Leone is on the
This is the

How do you say equator in Japanese? ...

west coast of Africa, near the equator.
equator.
Right, 75, 1t's a very tropical place.) Covering about
70,000 square kilometers in size (“70, 000 km®"), it is
a little smaller than Hokkaido. (“Hokkaido is 83,450
km® in size.” So, it is like Hokkaido, but a little small-
er.) The population (in Sierra Leone) in 2008 was
about six million. (“6, 000,000” What does the first
comma mean here? ... Yes, thousand. How aboul the
second comma? ... Right, million. So, what is six mil-
lion in Japanese? ... By the way, what is the population
of Tokyo? ... Yes, more than “13, 000, 000”! So, Sier-

ra Leone has a population of about half of Tokyo.)
Sierra Leone is one of the poorest countries in Af-
rica. About 60 % of the people live on no more than
one dollar a day. (So, “many people live on $1 per
day.” They live with one dollar or less every day.
How much is one dollar in yen? About “¥110.” Can
you imagine living on 110 yen a day? How much do
you need to live a day? You have o include all meals,
breakfast, lunch, dinner, and all the drinks too. More
than 1,000 yen maybe. Many people in Sierra Leone
live on one dollar or less every day. That’s a very
hard life.) In 2008, the average life expectancy in the
country was only 42 (What is “life expectancy”? ... It
shows how long you can live. What is the average life
expectancy in Japan? ... 83-84. II’s actually the high-
est in the world. What is the average life expectancy
of Sierra Leone? 42. That's half of Japan!)—one of
the lowest in the world. (42 is really low. Why is it

so short? The answer is in the next paragraph) ...
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