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Sherlock Holmes— his limils

1 Knowledge of Literature: Nil.

2 Knowledge of Philosophy: Nil.

3 Knowledge of Astronomy: Nil.

4 Knowledge of Politics: Feeble.

5 Knowledge of Botany: Variable. Well up in
belladonna, opium, and poisons generally.
Knows nothing of practical gardening.

6 Knowledge of Geology: Practical, but limited.
Tells at a glance different soils from each
other. After walks has shown me splashes
upon his trousers, and told me by their col-
our and consistence in what part of London
he had received them.

7 Knowledge of Chemistry: Profound.

8 Knowledge of Anatomy: Accurate, but un-

systematic.

9 Knowledge of Sensational Literature: Im-
mense. He appears to know every detail of
every horror perpetrated in the century.

10 Plays the violin well.

11 Is an expert singlestick player, boxer, and

swordsman.

12 Has a good practical knowledge of British

law.
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T consider that a man’s brain originally is like a
little empty attic, and you have to stock it with
such furniture as you choose. A fool takes in
all the lumber of every sort that he comes
across, so that the knowledge which might be
useful to him gets crowded out, or at best is
jumbled up with a lot of other things, so that
he has a difficulty in laying his hands upon it.
Now the skilful workman is very careful indeed
as to what he takes into his brain-attic. ...~
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The swing of his nature took him from extreme
languor to devouring energy; and, as I knew
well, he was never so truly formidable as when,
for days on end, he had been lounging in his
arm-chair amid his improvisations and his
black-letter editions. Then it was that the lust
of the chase would suddenly come upon him,
and that his brilliant reasoning power would
"rise to the level of intuition, until those who
were unacquainted with his methods would
look askance at him as on a man whose knowl-
edge was not that of other mortals.
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T fear that it may be the last investigation in
which I shall have the chance of studying your
methods. Miss Morstan has done me the honour
to accept me as a husband in prospective.

He gave a most dismal groan.

T feared as much, said he. T really cannot
congratulate you.

I was a little hurt.

‘Have you any reason to be dissatisfied with

my choice? I asked.

‘Not at all. I think she is one of the most
charming young ladies I ever met and might
have been most useful in such work as we have
been doing. She had a decided genius that
way; witness the way in which she preserved
that Agra plan from all the other papers of her
father.

whatever is emotional is opposed to that true

But love is an emotional thing, and

cold reason which I place above all things. 1
should never marry myself, lest I bias my judg-

ment.’
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