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We see cherry trees every spring all
over Japan. The cherry blossom is the
national flower of Japan. The Japanese
people have admired all kinds of flowers
and made poetry for a long time. Cherry
blossoms have become popular with many
Now they

have a custom of having parties, eating,

Japanese people for a long time.

and drinking under cherry blossoms. The
flowers bloom and drop. They enjoy the
changes of the flowers. They remember the
changes of their lives.

They use the flowers for other purposes.
They use the flowers for rice cakes, the
Japanese tea, and so on. They have a good
smell. They are also used as symbols
of junior high schools and high schools
because they have a good image of life.

On the other hand, there are many
gardens in Britain. Many British people
visit famous gardens and enjoy roses and
other flowers. There are four main islands
in Britain. Each area has each national
flower. There are four main national flowers
in Britain. They enjoy varieties of flowers,
but they have no custom of having parties
under flowers like the Japanese. Cherry
blossoms are not so special for them. They

enjoy the beauty of various flowers.
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Have you

How have you been?

Aki : Hi!
visited some places in Ehime?

The other day I visited
Matsuyama Castle and went shopping
in Okaido.

Aki : Did you enjoy yourself?

Eric : Yes, I did. It was a lot of fun.

Aki : Have you ever been to “Dogo-onsen”?

Eric : Not yet. I have heard of it. What is
it?

Aki : It is a public bath and a symbol of
Matsuyama. It was built in 1894. It
is one of the oldest hot springs in

Eric : Yes, I have.
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Japan. Many people go there, take a
bath, and wash their bodies every day.
Eric : Really? Do they take off their clothes
and wash their bodies in a public
place?
Aki : Yes, they do.
In Japan there are a lot of volcanoes,

It is a Japanese culture.

S0 we can get hot water from many
places. Do you have such a custom?
Eric : Well, we have some hot springs
in my country and other places in
Europe. But we use them differently.
Sometimes we drink hot water in
the hot springs for our health. Hot
springs have also developed as a

resort.
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