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@ It has been three months since the World
Trade Center towers pancaked into flaming
ruins, ripping or burning down five other

buildings on the 16-acre site, —— U.S. News &
World Report, December 31, 2001/January 7,
2002, p.63
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@ Most of the approximately 3,000 inhabitants
of the town were housed in jerry-built apartment
blocks dating from the Khrushchev era that were
transformed within minutes into pancaked
stacks of concrete and rubble by the heaving
earth., —— Time, June 12, 1995, p.24
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® “"Simms covering the police beat. Phoned it
in this morning. The shrink was crossing the
street from a parking lot to his office—a car
came off the curb fast—maybe the driver didn't
see him—smacked the pedestrian on the left leg
and side, real impact, threw him thirty feet and
pancaked him against' a parked vehicle—then
took off. —— Irving Wallace, The Almighty, A
Dell Book 1982, p.344
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@ All it takes is one glance at the spaghetti of
cords behind a desk or TV stand to grasp the
appeal of wireless technology. Cellphones have
shown us you can cut the cord, and now we want
all of our devices to meet that standard of
flexibility. —— U.S. News & World Report,
September 27, 2004, p.48
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® But when he turned to the portal that led to
Soyuz in order to begin prepping the ship, he
was brought up short by the spaghetti of cables
and ducts that confronted him. These are the

umbilicals that carry power and air from Mir to
Soyuz. — Time, November 3, 1997, p.45
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-® If this all sounds very Big Brother, it is.
The dark side of the grid has been explored by
writers from George Orwell to William Gibson
and Philip K. Dick, whose 1956 short story
“Minority Report” inspired the movie, in which
the grid is ubiquitous, bombarding the hero with
personalized ads and allowing police to find his
car in the spaghetti of automated highways

around Washington, D.C. —— Newsweek,
September 16/September 23, 2002, p.61 .
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(@ Politeness abandoned, the attendant seized
T.J's right arm, twisted it into a pretzel, and

pushed him into the anonymity of darkness. —
— Thomas Thompson, Celebrity, Warner Books
1983, p.267
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Marine brides find themselves alone soon
enough. Take Sally Brown, 22. She's a legal
receptionist whose husband of two years shipped
out last week to man his gunnery position on top
of an amphibious Amtrak vehicle. Now her
stomach is a pretzel. He couldn't even tell her
where he was going. —— Time, Februarsr 17,
2003, p.56
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@ The president seems continually in the act of
bending himself into a pretzel, whether it be
over Bosnia or the selection of a new chief for the
National Endowment for the Arts or his
never-ending effort to keep the contending wings
of the Democratic Party happy. — Newsweek,
May 24, 1993, p.16
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