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It had been two days since Evan Hamilton
had stopped smoking, and it seemed to him
everything he’d said and thought for the two
days somehow suggested cigarets. He looked

Will You Please Be Quiet, Please?

RAYMOND

CARVER

Will You Please
Be Quiet,

Please?

Raymond Carver (1939 —1988)

AANHE AN FLTYMrT v A
—EF N EREE 2AS, FIMTKEORIE
7IATY 3y H—FF—IliifEL:. £
M, Hf4ikzine & L, 30bicik7ra—n
AFEICTT LT D, 1977412 LTl L.

HATIEH LHEEIKOBFRIZ L D HHICED,
EROEMENHM STV 5.

fC#MEE Where I'm Calling From,
Cathedral %2 ¥'. F 7= Carver ® 9 DD 4HHi &
1ROFFE S & THERE S -meil] Short Cuts
(1993) *dh 5.

at his hands under the kitchen light. He
sniffed his knuckles and his fingers. (195)
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Hamilton sat down in a chair at the other
end of the table and looked around. A boy of
nine or ten, the boy whose bicycle was missing,
Hamilton supposed, sat next to the woman.
Another boy, fourteen or so, sat on the draining
board, legs dangling, and watched another boy
who was talking on the telephone. Grinning
slyly at something that had just been said to
him over the line, the boy reached over fo
the sink with a cigaret. IHamilton heard the
sound of the cigaret sputting out in a glass of
water. The boy who had brought him leaned
against the refrigerator and crossed his arms.
(197-98)
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Hamilton watched them go. He had the
feeling he should stop them, this secrecy. His
palms were wet, and he reached to his shirt
pocket for a cigaret. Then, breathing deeply,
he passed the back of his hand under his nose
and said, “Roger; do you know any more about
this, other than what you've already said®? Do
ifou know where Gilbert’s bike is?™ (201)
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“He did, did he?” Hamilton heard Berman
say. “Well, he’s the jerk. He looks like a
jerk.”

Hamilton turned and said, “I think you're
seriously out of line here tonight, Mr. Berman.
Why don’t you get control of yourself?”

“And I told you I think you should keep out
of it!” Berman said.

“You get home, Roger,” Hamilton said,
moistening his lips. “I mean it,” he said “get
going!” Roger and Kip moved out to the
sidewalk. Hamilton stood in theé doorway and
iocked at Berman, who was crossing the living
room with his son. (202:03)

BFFEEL:Gary BT wL, 2wl
Evan®O#FBIZBERICZELTCLESH. BEORIFED
Bik%, HELHEZSILTEIATLS., Fh
RSO HATLRET S, I LTHAFE Y
FO=ATERNOD, ) Gary ORXBEH -
724 Evan 72%%, COEBE, HHAPFL TR S
WEBHTLED. B2 aY PE—ATELRND
i, EvanBEH IR UAD7E, ZICEEIIL 5
PHEHHLTnLIOTHNE, ZEORRTHIL
HEFar b oO—ATELRLILERDL, FI L7
TAuo—, FRECEINHRAFOREE
b ENY, FRRELEETRBAE S 5.

EvaniiE#iccidh {, FEBFicscl
9. BRABFIRET 202, B Tn

BB RRECEE, FoLERE, AHLT
B TV LOEEEREATLT Y. HEOEEY
R, —FEE LBEICERES. b2LizED
A%, —REREehtHribolodrd Lk
WS, FIRZRBENFBEIRTHE, BESHRE
B, ~BTHAEL L THEERDS. Bk
i, FEoEVIL Lhao®. 9 Lia—i
BOFEELTLIV, H3VEEBRICEALRLS
FBHIPOECATHL, EH558EEDE, M LEEOME
ROBY ENA—FELVF- Ty ¥—5> Fl*R i
LEsgru=si] ofErdard Lty
BUiEH LI Carver DEFRBETLHHE W) Fe
TEMS LR, ZRECHMILD, BFaeE

BIEL-TL 5.

LEN, BYHvEEE Evan BH0 5 Hilkb
BOEN, HEFELALLORTROEL-BCH
HittobhEoE kv, XBERBLOE, £9
LTHDZWALYEL, I8 F& Kpa3 ATH
WTREIR DL,

Hamilton was sweating and his lungs burned
when he tried to take a deep breath. There
was a ball of something in his throat so that
he couldn’t swallow for a minute. He started
walking, his son and the boy named Kip at
his sides. He heard car doors slam, an. engine
start. Headlights swept over him as he walked.

Roger sobbed once, and Hamilton put his
arm around the boy’s shoulders.

“I better get home,” Kip said and began to
cry. “My dad’ll be looking for me,” and the
hoy ran. (203-04)
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They started up the walk to their door. His
heart moved when Hamilton saw the lighted
windows.

“Let me feel your muscle,” his son said.

“Not now,” Hamilton said.
now and have your dinner and hurry up to
bed. Tell your mother I'm all right and I'm
going to sit on the porch for a few minutes.”
(204)
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“Good night,” the boy said, hands behind
his neck, elbows jutting.

He was in his pajamas and had a warm fresh
smell about him that Hamilton breathed deeply.
He patted his son through the covers.

“You take it easy from now on. Stay away
from that part of the neighborhood, and don’t
let me ever hear of you damaging a bicycle
or any other personal property Is that clear?”

Hamilton said. (205)
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“Dad, was Grandfather strong like you?
When he was your age, | meén, you know,
and you—"

“And 1 was nine years old? Is that what
yvou mean? Yes, I guess he was,” Hamilton
said. (206}
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“He [Grandfather] started smoking a pipe
before he died, that's true,” Hamilton said. “He
used to smoke cigarets a long time ago and
then he’d get depressed with soinething or
other and quit, but later he’d change brands
Let me show you
“Smell the bhack

and start in again.
something,” Hamilton said.
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of my hand.”

The boy took the hand in his, sniffed it, and
said, “I guess I don’t smell anything, Dad
What is it?”

Hamilton sniffed the hand and then the

fingers. “Now I can’t smell anything, either,”
he said. “It was there before, but now it's
gone,” Maybe it was scared out of me, he

thought. “I wanted to show you something.
All right, it's late now. You better go to sleep,”

Hamilton said. (208)
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