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Earthquakes are the trembling or shaking
movement of the earth’s surface. Great
earthquakes usually begin with slight
tremors, ... The immediate area on the
earth’s surface where the earthquake takes
place is called the epicenter, and the shock
waves are called seismic waves.
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The intensity of an earthquake is measured
on the Richter scale, which goes from 0
upward.
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The highest magnitude recorded to date is
8.9. ,
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The quake that happened yesterday morning
was 5.5 on the Richter scale.
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Earthquakes are responsible for a large
number of deaths and vast amount of
destruction in various parts of the world.
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Other damage results from landslides,
tsunamis (large ocean waves) or major fires
which are initiated by the quake.
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Some are 100 to 400 miles across.
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Typhoons form over tropical oceans when a
large mass of air becomes more heated
than usual.
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Unusual feature of a typhoon is its “eye.”
It is roughly circular in shape and from
20 to 30 miles wide. This region is calm.
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Birds sometimes take refuge in this calm
area and ride along with storm.
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Typhoons move more slowly than tornadoes.
Information thus obtained can be given to
people in the path of a typhoon.
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Typhoons often strike the South Sea Islands,
the Philippines, Taiwan, and Japan.
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In this part of the world, typhoons are called
hurricanes. Typhoons that occur in the
Indian Ocean are called cyclones.
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Typhoons usually strike Taiwan in summer.
In order to reduce the damage that a ty-
phoon may do to the city, we must pre-
pare in advance.
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Their house was near the sea, so it wasn’t
safe. They decided to go to Grandmother’s
house. After an hour, they got there safely.
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