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an Achilles heel
“He kept getting knocked down like Rocky,”
“He had an Achilles heel

But he came hack.

Mr. Guper said.
People counted him out.

He became champion”

— International Herald Tribune, January 11,

1993
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right up my alley

The all-powerful god at Rockefeller was Sci-
ence. Edelman adopted it as his god, too.
“It was perfect,” he says. “You didn’t have fo
go to class, you didn’t have to study, vou didn't
have to qualify—it was just do research. Right
up my alley.”

— The New Yorker, May 2, 1994, p.65
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alligator shoes

He denounced lobbyists as “these guys with
their alligator shoes,” and asserted that only
he among the candidates was not involved in
the Washington power and influence game. —
International Herald Tribune, October 30, 1992
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an Amazon woman with a whip
About 4,000 people have become members
of a new Hillary Rodham Clinton Fan Club
and its numbers are growing. “I give her all
the credit in the world, and I get very angry
when somebody tries to make her into some

sort of stereotype Amazon woman with a whip,”

said Lina Accurso, 41, coordinator of the Port
Chester, New York, chapter. — International
Herald Tribune, February 15, 1994
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rotten apples
‘Transition officials said this was not the first
time that a new president’s team had wanted
to know who the rotten apples were in the

outgoing administration. —International Her-
ald Tribune, December 23, 1992
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arm-twisting
The. conservatives’ growing power was evi-
dent well before the Munich summit. In May,

three old-style command-economy managers
moved into top government posts after mas-
sive arm-twisting by the industrial lobby.
— U S News & World Report, December 7,
1992, p.56
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be up in arms

The trucking and airlines industries are up
in arms for being singled out for additional
taxes while the energy is let off the hook.
The elderly and liberal congressional Demo-
crats are angrily denouncing the plan because
it would necessitate additional cuts in Medi-
care, the medical insurance program for the
poor.

—International Hervald Tribune, June 12, 1993
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a straight-arrow chairman
I had met him last year at a Kimanis pan-
cake breakfast at my old high school, and now
I wanted to ask how he was doing, since he
was fairly new in the Senate —and, as of a
vear ago, was the Iiew, straight-arrow chair-




man of the Senate BOP Committee, the “Big
Bopper.” ~—The New Yorker, May 9, 1994, p.53
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an avalanche of problems

To make matters worse, Clinton’s time and
attention have been badly disrupted by an
avalanche of unexpected and intractable for-
eign problems. — U.S News & World Report,
January 25, 1993, p.34
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face the ax

Just last week, three major drug makers
announced plans to lay off 7,000 workers. And
hospital cost cutting will keep sending man-
agers to the street. Still, professionals who
face the ax in many industries may find new
voids to fill in health care. —U.S.News &
World Report, November 1, 1993, p.87
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Lech Waresa came to power promising to
wield an ax to get the country moving again.
Even for those who admire Walesa, such talk
raised a disturbing question: is Poland’s new
president really a democrat, or is he the bul-
lying autocrat his critics charge?

— Newsweek, December 24, 1990, p.36
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Rummler finds it ironic that ax-wielding
managers are celebrated, since they're the ones
who hired the exess 10% in the first place.

—Fortune, January 24, 1994, p.10
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The plan, presented in March by Christian
Blanc, the chairman of Air France, seeks a 30
percent gain in productivity and a return to
profitability by squeezing costs and rethink-
ing the way the airline does its business rather
than by following the example of competitors,
such as British Airways, which have first swung
the ax on bloated payrolls.

—International Herald Tribune, April 15,1994
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The ax will fall most often in Germany,
where high wages and benefits, government

red tape, lax management and the strong
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deutsche mark have led to a bloated, ineffi-
cient and costly work force.
— Time, September 13, 1993, p.40
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turn their backs on ~
With their apparent decision to establish
diplomatic relations, China and South Korea
are turning their backs on decades of enmity

dating from the Korean War and opening the
possibility of a new pattern of economic and
security relations throughout the region. —
International Herald Tribune, August 24, 1992
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When President Clinton says he can’t walk
away from his health-reform plan, he means
it. Clinton’s proposal is the linchpin of what
he described in a speech to business execu-
tives as a vision, a mission, a strategy for an
economically secure future.

— USA Today, June 23, 1994

(70 ¥+ rRFEESBRERRRERLHMNT S
PRTERVET ) LI, KREOZ OWERE,
T4Ta e LT, Esl LT, BENICRELL
Whol-wolkE LT, EEROBEFICHITL

FHOP TR BEOETH L. )
Murayama and his 73 party colleagues
promptly walked out of the coalition after eight
months of cooperation.
— Time, May 9, 1994, p.26
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break the back of ~
Walesa siill has much of his famed charisma,
and time and again he has proved that he is
a consummate politician, often two steps ahead
of his rivals. But ironically, the hero who

helped break the back of communism in Cen-

tral Europe can grasp the power he craves
only if Poland’s fragile democracy succumbs
to total paralysis. — US.News & World Re-
port, June §, 1992, p.43
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ride on the back of ~

General Rose predicted that his masterpiece,
a successful cease-fire around Sarajevo that
rode on the back of a NATO ultimatum last
February, would spread rapidly across Bosnia.

—International Herald Tibune, May 30, 1994
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rode on the back of President Bill Clinton and
easily succeeded in getting elected governor
of Arkansas. L IGHITE 3.

get off one’s back

Mr. Goldwater said last week that Republi-
cans in Congress should get -off President Biil
Clinton’s back about the Whitewater affair.
—International Herald Tribune, March 26, 1994
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backbreaking

While China’s backward country is struggling
to attract investment and industry, farms all
across Japan are disappearing as the young
flee the backbreaking labor of their ancestral
fields for factory jobs and urban living —
US.News & World Report, August 3, 1992, p.40
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take a back-seat
Just when it seemed that the national de-
bate over abortion might take a back-seat to a
legion of pressing domestic issues, it has re-
emerged as a threat to President Bill Clinton’s
plan to overhaul the health-care system.
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—International Herald Tribune, May 20, 1993.
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bring home the bacon

Congress, as everyone knows, likes to spend
— particularly members of the House of Rep-
resentatives. Facing re-election every two vears,
House members need to he able to show con-
stituents that they can bring home the bacon.

—US.News & World Report, February 21,
1994, p.32
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in the bag

The presidency is not yet in the bhag for
Bill Clinton, despite the polls. But many in-
vestors are already playing the “Clinton mar-
ket” — U.S.News & World Report, November
2, 1992, p.92
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pack its bags

Facing strong criticism from the press, op-
position parties and some members of his own
conservative coalition, Berlusconi threatened
to resign if the decree does not win Parlia-
mentary approval In a dramatic press con-
ference, the TV magnate turned politician said
the move was intended to prevent a “police
state” in Ttaly, while a spokesman said the
government would pack its bags if the law is
voted down —Time, July 25, 1994, p.23
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baggage

The Russian president carries within him too
much of the baggage of a party apparatchik,
has too long a history of putting loyalty above
performance, is surrounded by too many cor-
rupt sycophants and has a record of becom-
ing mysteriously unavailable when his personal
presence is of the greatest importance. —
Foreign Affairs, January/February, 1994, p.71
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hang in the balance
When Southern California’s miost destructive
earthquake ever struck last January, the lives
of 21 premature babies hung in the balance,
— Reader’s Digest, June, 1994, p.57
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the ball is in one’s court

Let’s be clear about our objectives in strik-
ing Traq. We're not frying to invade and crush
the country. We're merely trying to point out
Saddam Hussein that unless he complies with
the United Nations, then he must expect rei-
This is the
only language he understands. Now the ball

ribution—in the form of force.

is very much in Saddam’s court.
— Newsweek, January 25, 1993, p.30
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ballon
Borrowing small sums from state enterprises
had long been accepted among underpaid civil
servants, but the practice ballooned in recent
years, to the point where millions of people
were involved.  —Time, April 11, 1994, p.25
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jump on the bandwagon

Because of arcane Japanese rental practices,
one pays up to six months of rent, just to get
in the front door. There are no official aver-
age rent figures, but $2,000 a month is not
unheard of. Facing the harsh reality of $ 12,000
to cross the threshhold, it’s no wonder more
foreigners aren’t jumping on the besso band-
WagoIl. —USA Today, July 15, 1994
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Ivor H. Evans, Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase
and Fable {Great Britain, 1989)

Sheila Dignen, Longman Dictionary of English
Language and Culture (Great Britain, 1992)
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