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@.. “Time is short” European Commis-
sion President Jacques Delors declared in
an address at the College of Europe in
Bruges.
must accelerate as well”

That may provide some of the best news
of the 1990s. As for the bad news, re-
member Chicken Little. —Time, Jan. 1, 90,
p.74
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“History is accelerating, and we
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One day when Chicken Little was scratch-
ing in the leaves, an acorn fell out of a
tree and hit her on the tail

“Oh,” said Chicken Little.
falling!

So she went along and went along until

“The sky is
I must run and tell the King!”

she met Henny Penny.
“Good morning, Chicken Little,” said

Henny Penny. “Where are you going?”
“Oh, Henny Penny, the sky is falling, and

I am going to tell the King!”
“How do you know the sky is falling?”

asked Henny Penny.

“l saw it with my own eyes, I heard it
with my own ears, and a piece of it fell
on my tail!” said Chicken Little.

“Then I will go with you,” said Henny
Penny.
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So they went along and went along, and
finally they came to the King’s palace.
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“Oh, your Majesty, we have something
very important to tell you,” said Goosey
Loosey. “The sky is falling!”

“The sky is falling? How do you know
the sky is falling?” the King asked.

% Z T Goosey Loosey & Ducky Lucky %%
H)E o7zt B, Ducky Lucky i Cocky Locky
BEIEoEEV, Cocky Locky ik Henny
Penny 3% 95 §- 7/ & v, Henny Penny i
Chicken Little €5 8-74¢59.

“I saw it with my own eyes, I heard it

with my own ears, and a piece of it fell
on my tail!” said Chicken Little.

The King looked at Chicken Little, then
reached into her feathers and pulled out
an acorn.

“Chicken Little, the sky isn’t falling. It
was an acorn that fell on your tail!” said
the King.

All the animals laughed, and Chicken
Little laughed, too, and they all went back

home again.
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@ Like the objects he studies, Gene has

made an impact. For his pioneering “re-

search on Earth-approaching asteroids and
comets” and other accomplishments, he was
awarded the National Medal of Science last
year. “Nobody believed Chicken Little when
he said the sky was falling,” Shoemaker

says. “But occasionally the sky does fall,
and with horrendous effects.” — Time, Feb.
15, ’93, p.40
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® Only a decade ago, the debate over
global warming dealt mainly with whether
it was a real problem or a Chicken Little

scare story. In theory it made sense: we
are burning more and more coal and olil;
coal and oil generate carbon dioxide gas;
carbon dioxide traps the sun’s heat like the
glass of a greenhouse. .. —Time, Dec. 8,
97, p.d4d
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@.. The entire concept of “resource
nationalism” that pushed OPEC to raise
prices ever higher during the ’70s and early
'80s— with disastrous results—is slowly
fading. The Club of Rome— which gained
worldwide attention in the mid-1970s with
its predictions of a cold, dark future be-
reft of petroleum— now looks like Chicken
Little. — Newsweek, Oct. 21, 91, p.44
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® Some researchers resent Hansen's bra-
vado. One June day in 1988, as drought
and record heat fried the Midwest, Hansen
testified before a Senate committee that he
was “99 percent” certain that greenhouse
warming had gone from theory to reality.
It was 100 degrees in Washington that day
—and Hansen became famous overnight as
the government scientist who said the world
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was warming. Looking back on Hansen’s
testimony, says Kerry Emanuel of MIT, “I
don’t think it was good for scientific re-

search. It was such an outlandish view

that it sparked a counterrevolution. We
found ourselves in the middle of the
Chicken Littles on the one hand, and the
.. — Newsweek,

reactionaries on the other.”
Jan. 22, 96, p.45
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® This has been going on for years, of
course— the last U.S. budget surplus was
in 1969— and the Chicken Little crowd has
been pointing to the sky to no great ef-
fect, since the economy keeps growing
through business cycle after business cycle.
What is alarming now is the nature of the

deficit, which is another way of pointing
at what drives federal expenditures. Today,
interest on the national debt and entitle-
ments— automatic payments to individuals
who need prove only that they qualify for
them— account for 61 percent of everything
the government spends. .. —U.S. News &
World Report, Oct. 3, 94, p.92
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@ “They’re worried about Murphy Brown,”
he reported matter of factly.

“Panicked” might have been a more apt
word, given the Chicken Little response
back in Washington. Nobody objected to
Quayle’s thematics; Republicans had been

winning elections with social issues since
1968, and family values had a subliminal
extra dimension in a race against a man

- of Bill Clinton’s tabloid reputation. —

Newsweek, Nov. 16, 92, p.41
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®.. Many scholars on the left (Laurence
H. Tribe of Harvard Law School) and right
(former Appeals Court Judge Robert H.
Bork) seem to think a balanced-budget
amendment is positively wacky.

Finally, there is the Chicken Little attack.
Last week, five cabinet secretaries testified
to the damaging impact on the national
health of prospectively huge cuts in spend-
ing. Given the amendment’s mandate of

a balanced budget seven years from en-
actment, the numbers crunchers say, an
additional $1 trillion in spending would need
to be identified and excised. Defense
Secretary William Perry spoke of massive
troop reductions, Attorney General Janet
Reno of an increase in crime and violence,
Veterans Affairs Secretary Jesse Brown of
12,000 vets denied burial in America’s
national cemeteries each year.

In fact, the sky wouldn’t fall: “Shared
sacrifice,” that remnant of the 1992 cam-

paign, would be necessary, but it really is
possible to achieve a balanced budget over
time. .. —U..S. News & World Report, Feb.
28, 94, p.70
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