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(1) When I was a very small boy I was
made to learn by heart certain of the
fables of La Fontaine, and the moral of
each was carefully explained to me.
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(2) I do not ascribe it to perversity on my
part, but rather to the inconsequence of
childhood, which is deficient in moral
sense, that I could never quite reconcile
myself to the lesson.
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(3) I have never met anyone to whom it
was more difficult to refuse a loan.
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Among those I learnt was The Ant and
The Grasshopper, which is devised to bring
home to the young the useful lesson that
in an imperfect world industry is rewarded
and giddiness punished. (#B%)

I do not ascribe it to perversity on my
part, but rather to the inconsequence of
childhood, which is deficient in moral sense,
that I could never quite reconcile myself
to the lesson.
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