Lesson 5 A Journey to Peace

Easy Version

Marie Louise Kambenga is a peace activist from Rwanda. She was the only girl to
graduate from high school in her village. After graduation, she became a dressmaking
teacher. A Japanese volunteer in her school recommended her to study dressmaking in
Japan. She stayed in Fukushima, and was amazed at an elderly woman who could read
newspaper. Also, she was impressed with the system of Japanese education.

After she returned to Rwanda, the president was killed. People from different groups
started to fight, and a great number of people were killed. Louise and her family had to
escape from Rwanda.

They reached a camp for people who had escaped. However, without enough food, many
people died there. One day, a Japanese volunteer doctor asked her to work as an interpreter.
Luckily, she had her Japanese dictionary in her bag! After six months in the camp, she went
to Japan again with her family.

Louise believes that education is important for peace. So, she built a school in Rwanda so
that even poor children could get an education. Today, Louise shares her experiences with
people in Rwanda and Japan.
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