Lesson 4 Paving the Way to a More Inclusive Society
Easy Version

“Thanks to these blocks, I can walk around freely and safely in the city,” said a visually
impaired person in Japan. 7Zenji blocks are known as tactile paving in English. There are
two types of tactile paving: one shows directions and the other shows danger in front of stairs,
crossings, or the edge of platforms.

Tactile paving was invented by Miyake Seiichi in Okayama. He wanted to help a friend
who was losing his eyesight. He realized that if some patterns were put on the road, visually
impaired people might be able to “read” them with their feet or their white stick. After
spending a lot of time and money, he finally created the first tactile paving in 1965. He hoped
it would spread throughout Japan. However, unfortunately, it did not do well at first. In
1970, a school for visually impaired children asked a railway organization, JNR, to lay tactile
paving at the nearby station. They agreed to it and, after that, tactile paving began to spread
nationwide. In 1976, the United Nations decided to support disabled people more. Later,
from the success of tactile paving in Japan, it became the international standard in 2012.
Today, it helps visually impaired people in over 70 countries.

Recently, tactile paving with new functions has been tested. In one project, smartphone
apps can receive radio signals from tactile paving when they are nearby. People can get
directions and information about public facilities, including emergency shelters during natural
disasters. Another app can read patterns painted on blocks, and then it can give audible and
visual information for both local and international visitors.

Today, society has been accepting diversity more and more. People with disabilities have
been encouraged to take part in society more. Tactile paving provides opportunities for
everyone, so it can help us create a more inclusive society.
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