Lesson 3 Improving Society with Avatar Robots

Easy Version

A large audience is listening to Banda Yuta’s speech. However, Banda is not there. He is
talking from his hospital bed. An avatar robot is delivering his voice. It has a camera,
speaker, and microphone. The user can control it from a distant place to communicate with
people around the robot.

Yoshifuji Kentaro could not go to school every day in his early teens. He often felt very
lonely. Later, he tried to develop Al to help lonely people. However, he realized that real
people had saved him from his lonely world. He thought that AI might not be able to help
lonely people. At university, the idea of an avatar robot came to his mind. He studied
robots carefully, and finally developed the first model of his avatar robot.

Thanks to avatar robots, people with special needs can join society. Banda was unable to
leave his bed, but, with his avatar robot, he could work as Yoshifuji’s assistant. In education,
too, students in the hospital can attend classes remotely and enjoy talking with their
classmates through avatar robots.

Yoshifuji opened a cafe with avatar robot staff. People who cannot easily go out can work
there remotely. Through their avatar robots, they can greet and serve customers. Yoshifuji
believes avatar robots can help lonely people. He hopes avatar robots will connect more
people so they can enjoy their lives.
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