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“Maybe she had vou bugged,” said Harry.
“Bugged?” said Ron blankly “What . put fleas
on her or something?” Harry started explaining
about hidden microphones and recording

eduipment.
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“Bugging” said Hermione happily. “But you
said they didnt work—" “Oh, not electronic

bugs,”
Skeeter”—Hermione’s voice trembled with quiet

said Hermione “No, you see...Rita
triumph—*“is an unregistered Animagus. She
can turn—" Hermione pulled a small glass jar
out of her bag. “—into a beetle”
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Harry placed the point of the quill on the paper
and wrote: T must not tell lies. He let out a
gasp of pain. The words had appeared on the
parchment in what appeared to be shining red
ink. At the same time, the words had appeared
on the back of Harry’s right hand, cuf into
his skin as though traced there by a scalpel—
yef even as he stared at the shining cut, the
skin healed over again, leaving the place where
it had been slightly redder than before but
quite smooth.
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